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Dear brothers and sisters in the Flowerhill family,
The reason for the reason for the season

As | returned to the manse in order to write this letter | was listening to a
certain Scottish commercial radidagion in the car. | was amazed to hear an
advert for some company (dondt Kknow
the end of the advert because | was so annoyed | turned it off). Anyway they
were claiming that they put the 0X0

What a cheek, | suppose we are used to the whole Xmas thing, yes some
may argue that the X stands for the
it is taking Jesus out of Christmas. And so often at this time we spend time
telling people that he is the reasdor the season.

But how do we explain that? do we simply just talk about the nativity, Mary
and Joseph and all these things that we love so much or do we talk about the
reason for the reason for the season.

As we have journeyed through advent this year have been led by the hand

by one of the Church Fathers Athanasius not to a stable, if it was a stable, but
to the very beginning of our world, the creation. And as Athanasius in his
book o00On the Incarnationd takes us
powerful way, the reason for the reason for the season.

There at the beginning Athanasius describes a God who as the fountainhead
of goodness, created a good world and placed Adam and Eve in a wonderful
place. This was a place where they could enjoy the veomief his creation

and rightly reflect the image of God that he had placed in them into the
world as they cared for it as his ambassadors.

There at the beginning of the world, God in his love, placed them in a garden
where they could enjoy the free wilhe gave them within his loving
boundaries. The boundaries of the p
tree of good and evil or you will die.

But no sooner had God placed them there that they were munching on the
fruit. So God faced a dilemma, shotid keep his word and allow death to



come into the world and thereby undo his loving work of making them in his
image. Or should he change his mind and his word and allow them to live?

We know that God always keeps his word and so death came into our
world, Godds image in his Ipeokdd asasi
work was unane.

But God had another way of dealing
that came into our world, He choose to come as well. He came because of
our sin.

0l t i sweredhe gahse of His taking human form and for
our salvation that in his great love He was born and manifested
i n a hunGnihe Incardagian 6

He came in love because of our mistake, as Athanasius goes on to say. he
came out of his sheer love forsu He came, he the immortal one becomes
mortal, so that he could (as a mortal taste death). But he came also as God
so that he God, could defeat death and recreate. The writer to the Hebrews
puts it this way:

Since the children have flesh and blood, he &hared in
their humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of deafhthat is, the
deviii and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by their fear of deathlebrews 2v14 -15

Jesus comes to defeat deathdamlso as Athanasius reminds us to recreate
the image of God in our lives.

oThe Word of God came in His own Person, because it was He
alone, the Image of the Father Who could recreate man made after
the Image On the Incarnation

And Paul in ® Corinthians puts that recreation in another way
OFor Christods |l ove compel s us,
one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that
those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
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who died for them andwas raised againSo from now on we
regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is herel!d

2 Corinthian s 5v14-17

Wow, that is an amazing Christmas present, a completely new you, a new
creation, a recreation back to that place where we are in complete fellowship
with our God who made us.

So we are not putting the X back into Xmas, we are not just puttingyi€t

back into Christmas. We are not just saying he is the reason for the season,
we are saying there is a reason for the reason for the reason for the season.
And we are rejoicing in Jesus setting us free.

What an amazing loving God we have, that ewdren we fell away from him,

he loved us enough to send his son into our world. Jesus came to bring hope,
peace, love and joy; he came to fix our broken lives, he came to bring new
life, a recreation within us.

This season | pray that you will know the @ peace, love and joy that is
only found when we accept the reason for the reason for the season. May
you know real blessing in him who came out of sheer love for you.

Your fellow adventurer,

Gary

ONow a happy Christmas t
Christmas if you have Go

C H Spurgeon




[ Session Snippets ]

Hello again, after the eventsf ¢this week | can assure you that winter has
arrived!! Today, on my way to Oslo, the flights are cancelled due to FOG in
Europe. Edinburgh is beautiful, sunny, warm, and calm but not so just over
the North Sea wher e appajusebhedniold thatt i
the flights are being reouted over London (nightmare) and | shall arrive in
Osl o at 22.00hrs . .. a journey of
like life? One part of your life is going well and another part is in diffiéult
indeed a bit like our church family really, some folks are fine and others are
struggling, many are at peace with the Lord whilst trying to cope with or
handle strife, stress and conflict. | do hope that you are in the former state of
mind as you jouray with our Lord.

Since we had no report in October there is a bit more to report this month.

PASTORAL CARE

During October and November, we have completed two moRastoral

Care training courses our thanks are due to all those who have volunteered
to take part, and in particular, grateful thanks to Ann Collard and Marjory
MacDonald ( Presbytery Trainers) who have so professionally and
enthusiastically organised and carried out the training. Thank you, Ladies. This
now gives us four new teams to allow te start up the roll out of the next
stage of the Pastoral Care for the Congregation. As these teams commence
their work all members included in the grouping will be advised and your
new pastoral care team shall be introduced to you. Please encourage your
new team of carers and let your team know how you are and what pastoral
needs you have. We shall continue with further training next year and should
you wish to engage in this area of service then please speak with our Minister
or any Elder.

HARVEST THANK OFFERING

Our Church Harvest Thank Offering to Mission Aviation Fellowship

( MAF) was presented to their representative during a morning worship in
November and the final amount raised was £ 666.25.



*x CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE ****

We made t!! 129 Christmas Shoe Boxes were provided by you. A super
effort and we thank you all for your generosity. It will be wonderful to see
the faces of those receiving the boxes when the video comes back.

ELDERS VISITS

Thank you for the hospitality you havshown to our elders during their
recent visits. There was a good attendance at Communion and the close
fellowship was tangible at both services.

PRESBYTERY PLAN

At the time of writing further meetings are in progress and the plan for
Flowerhill remains unchanged namely that Flowerhill will unite with
Broomknoll linked with Calderbank retaining 2 places of worship.
Broomknoll have an idea to #ecate the church into the Parish and obtain
benefits of a new building adudingt o
town centre charges. Clearly, we are interested in this approach and what its
effects would be for us. We have agreed to embark updaasibility study

with Broomknoll and Calderbank to ascertain the facts involved in moving
out of the town centre.There are many items to be resolved and decided
and of course the desire of our church members will be sought. The Union
has to be completed by 2020 and so there is much time to debate and decide
our final direction. All of the process will be discussadlyf with the
Congregation over the coming mont hs
Rumour &6 machi ne o rtattle. ISgeakMithrGary, smyselbs  t
any attending Elder and they will be happy to explain the proposal to you.
The Presbytery b Hamilton are to discuss the plan in full on Tuesd&y 6
December, we shall be in attendance and shall report back to you next
month.

STEWARDSHIP

As you will be aware the constantly increasing burden of the costs of
maintenance, heat & light staffiagd the current attack upon our individual
economic resources makes for a challenging financial outlook. However, the
KS and CB are very grateful to you
this place. The National Committee on Stewardship hasettgped some
interesting initiatives to enlarge our mission opportunities and to expand
members service in terms of their talents, time and money. The KS & CB will
bring these initiativebefore you in the newyear. For your information the
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Ministry and Mision allocation passed down to Flowerhill for 2012 is circa £
79,000 making us the highest contributor in Airdrie and the l8ghest in
Hamilton Presbytery. The level of this contribution is due to your generous
giving over the past 3 years. We are chadjang the figure in view of our
known heavy expenditure plans for our Church and Manse. We will keep you
informed of our progress in trying to reduce the 2012 allocation.

SESSION MEMBERS

We have recently received resignations from Mrs Margaret MarshdlMiss
Morag Stewart. We wish to acknowledge the long service given by these two
ladies to the Kirk Session and the life of our Flowerhill family. We thank
Margaret and Morag and wish them well in whatever avenue of service they
are led to next by our Lord

WORSHIP LEADER

We are very pleased to announce that our new Worship leader is to be Mrs
Marjory MacDonald. Marjory who is well known to you, comes to her new
role from her position as Organist at Blairhill/Dundyvan and brings with her
vast experiencea varied musical knowledge and expertise. We welcome her
and ask you to welcome her back and encourage her in this new and exciting
chapter in our Praise of God..... we await her arrival early in January.

OUR MANSE FAMILY

A word of appreciationandthask t o Gar vy, Pamel a and
Thanks for all you do for us week by week by your faithful preaching of His
Word and your familyés <caring of (
blessed Christmas as we send our love to you and to your extendedyfam

we thank God for each one of you.

As we enter another Advent season, the KS would like to wish you and your
families a peaceful and joyous Christmas time and we pray that you may be
able to stop and reflect upon the wonder and majesty of the birthoar

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Malcolm

Session Clerk



-
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Diary of Services & Meetings ]

December
11 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:00a.m. Morning Worship
6:30p.m. Evening Service
8:00p.m. Y. F.
18 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:00a.m. Family Christmablativity Srvice
6:30p.m. Evening Service
24 3:00p.m. Carol Service in Gartlea Gardens
6:30p.m. Family Christmas Film & Service
10:30p.m. Christmas Fellowship Goodies
11:15p.m. Carol Singing & Watchnight Servi
25 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
10:30a.m. Christmas Day Service
January
1 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:0G.m. Morning Worship
8 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:00a.m. Morning Worship
6:30p.m. Evening Service
8:00p.m. Y. F.
15 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:00a.m. Morning Worshp
6:30p.m. Evening Service
22 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:00a.m. Morning Worship
6:30p.m. Evening Service
8:00p.m. Y. F.
29 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
10:30a.m. Kirk Session
11:00a.m. The Sacrament of Holy
Communion
6:30p.m. Evenng Service
30 7:15p.m. Congregational Board
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8:00p.m. Kirk Session
February
5 10:00a.m. Prayer Meeting
11:00a.m. Morning Worship
6:30p.m. Evening Service
8:00p.m. | Y.F.
[ Flower Calendar ]
Date Chancel Memorial Table
December
4 J. Lewis M & MWaddell
11 - M & M Ross
18 - -
25 Spence Family Spence Family
January
1 Mrs H Angely Mrs H Angely
8 - -
15 - -
22 - -
29 Turnbull Family Turnbull Family
February
5 - -

[ Offertory Duty Team Rota }

Dec 4

Dec 11 & 18
Dec25&Janl
Jan 8 & 15

Jan 22 & 29
Feb 5

Team 1
Team 2
Team 3
Team 4
Team 5
Team 1

G. Henry

C. Maclnnes
G. Barrie

J. Holmes
C. Addies
G. Henry




BR{.;E [ Home Group s ]

Details of the next meetings of the Home Groups are as follews:

The Manse, Victoria Place in the home of Pamela Caldwel |
11 & 25 January and 8 Februggy8:00p.m.

21 Macleod Crescent in the home of Lynn & Les Turnbull
2 February@ 7:30p.m.

[ Changes to the Roll ]
Deaths:-
Catherine Yates, 21 St Andrews Gardens, Airdrie. D 2
Janella Mair, Abbeyfield Hael Colston Rd, Airdrie. D17

Changes of address:

Mrs William Comrie from 18 Tayside to 8 Victoria Gdns. D31
Mr Willian Comrie from 18 Tayside to Westermoffat Hospital. D19
Mrs Margaret Robertson from 12A John Smith Gardens now in

Hospital. D33
Mrs Margaret Brown to 1 Daln@ulter Court, Glenmavis. D56

Girls Brigade News

Firstly, | would like to apologise to you all for not being in touch sooner.

I would like to thank the members of the congregation for all your valued
support given to me and the company, since | haleh over as Captain.
Thanks to our smartie appeal last year we covered our ever increasing
membership fees. Since then let me update you on what we have been up to.
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Given that we were off for part of November, December and January due to
the Snow and to lhe early finish in March due to when Easter fell we still
managed to get through our badgework whilst participating in Divisional
Competitions. Some competitions we lost some we won. | can say
throughout it all a great deal of fun and fellowship was had.

Before the summer break the company had a great day out attending the
Divisional Fun Day at Heads of Ayr Farm Park.

This session we have 43 girl s, atte
and get to know the new faces amongst us and to see thdades returning
year after year. Itéds wonder ful t o
young ladies.

It is with great pleasure that | would like to inform you all that Elaine
McGuire and Laura Phillips were commissioned as Officers at the end of
October.

We have a great Team of Officers working away during the session. | would
like to thank Jillian, Amy, Elaine, Laura and Gail for all the hard work and
support they give the girls and myself, week by week.

It is with sadness | have to say that Wwave a few of our other Officers not
with us this year due to personal circumstances. Our thoughts are with them
all and | hope and pray that one day they will be back amongst us
experiencing all the joys that we share.

I would like to thank our EldersMrs Marjory McDonald and Mrs Elizabeth
Reekie and Gary our Minister for giving up their time to come and join with
us on several Monday evenings throughout the session.

This year our costs continue to rise and present a real challenge to us all.
Without all of your continued support 8 Ai r dri e Girl s Bri
what it is today. | would like to thank God for letting me be a part of this and

| pray we go from strength to strength in the years ahead.

Yours in Christ

Captain Gillian Reekie
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Emergency Fabric Appeal

Dear Friends,

As you are awarethe churchhas been targeted by thieves and a significant
proportion of lead has been stolen from the church and hall roofs. This theft
is not covered by our insurance policy and therefore we need to fund the
replacement ourselvedAlthough we initiated emergency rapps as soon as
the theft was identified, these measures have been unsuccessful in preventing
large water ingress in the churdmall during the recent exceptionally wet
weather. Asa result, a portion of the plaster in the large hall ceiling has fallen
andrequires to be repaced. We are dismayed that after replacing some of
the lead as part of our emergenagpairs, the thieves then returned and
stole the new lead. Therefore, we are now conducting repairs using an
alternative material to lead and investigating options tot@co the building
from further attacks. The cost of this repair plus the new sgiyumeasures

are estimated at least £15,000.

In addition, we have a serious issue with the heating boilers, both in the
church and the small hall, kitchen and toilets. Caopamntly, the boilers for

the church heahg system are in urgent need of replacement, which is
estimated to cost in the regionfcE20,000.

We are seeking grants and funding assistance from desareces but almost
certainly the bulk of these costs shall fall upon the congregation.

| am aware that we are living in difficult financial tintéswever early 2012
we will require to raise significant funds for these urgent projects and we
shall make an appeal to the congregationyour help. We would be grateful

if you would bear this in mind angrayerfully consider any way in which you
could contribue to improving the fabric of our church.

Roy R. G. Spence

Treasurer
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Behind the hymn with the Revd Mark Woods

Hark The Herald Angels Sing

Harl, the herald angels sing, Since it

was firsr sung, prohably at Christmas
1738, Charles Wesley's carol it has become
one of the best-kmown and best-loved in the
wrld.

The slory gocs thal Wesley was on his
way to church on Christmas Day, and the
sound of the Christmas bells filled him with
joy: he wrole he hyimn oul of 2 [ull hearl as
his responze. It was one of hiz first — he was
to write more than (0,000 over
the course ol his Tile,

I t's hard to rnagine Christmas without

‘Wesley believed

Whitefield's version is rprunblblL Fur\)
all those Christmas cards with pictures of
singing angels; hut in Iuke's gospel they
were saying "Glory te God in the highest™,
not singing it.

Perhaps it doesn't matter very much.
Bul both the Wesleys believed that enc of
the functions of hnmns was to educate the
people in theology and biblical knowledge.

Hark The Herald eerlainly docs that, The
hyrnm as we sing it today hag usually only
three verses, though Wesley's
original had 1o, of Tour lines

As Christmas gets closer that one {Ef euch, But our three verses are
and closer, we hear it blasted th&ﬁmctions enough. The first states the grand
out of speakers in shopping therme: God and sinners are

of hymns was
centres, sung by wobbly-voiced "r i reconciled through Christ, The
to educate

carol singers and given the
Salwation Army brass hand
treatment.

Itis a deeply theolopical,
profoundly meaningful hymn, 11s in the
context of a service of worship — sung by
those who understand its messagze — that it
is sung as it was meant to be,

It is just as well, though, that we dew’l
siny the original,

John Wesley complained hitterly about
the way people changed the words ol hymns
written by him and his brother, But Georpe
Whitefield, the other great name in r8th
cenlury Methodisim, changed the first line
from “Hark! How all the welkin rings®,
surely an improvement.

0On the other hand, Charles knew exactly
what he wanted to say, and arguably he got
it right and Whitefield pot it wrong. The
welkin is heaven; he was saying that 21l
heaven rejoiced at the birth of the Christ-
child.

the people in
theology.”

second lays out the doctrine of the
Incarnation: "Veiled in flesh the
Godhead see;) Hail th'incarnate
Deity". The third is about the
mizsion and ministry of Jesus: he is "Born
to raise the sons of carthf Born Lo give them
second birth", It might not be great verse,
hut it is great theology.

Fart of the mystique of the hymn toeday
i ts ture; it's almost always sung to
Festgesang, by Felix Mendelssohn, who
wrole 1 in 1840 o colebrale the qoolh
anmiversury of Gutenbery's printing press.
In 1835 the English rmusician William
Cumming allered it 1o [il he words of the
by,

What we sing every Christmas is quite
along way remaoved [rom whal Charles
Wesley originally wrote; we have it thanks
to Whitefield, Mendelzsohn and Cunnming,
and we are very glad ol il:

Hurk! the herald angels sing,

‘Glory to the rewbomn King!’
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Church & Society
News

ALTERhativity

Just God simply Christmas

Do you get stressed preparing for Christmas or does your heart sink at the
thought of all the extra work ?

For many fol k it is a time of worr
dond t know how things mi gALTERabvay isdall f f
about. We want people to enjoy Christmas and its preparation but we want

it to be good not only for you and your friends but for people right over the
world.

The Christmas story is Wwesome but a simple occasion, many of the
characters were poor. The power ful
message of peace was loud and cleALTERativity provides resources and
gifts that reflect these values and encourages our celebration@dmote
justice for the poor. If you wish more information contact
http://www.alternativity.org.uk

FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Tradecraft is now selling chocolate Christmas decorations from the
meaningfl Chocolate company. These are made from fairly traded milk
chocolate and supplied with 6 stickers and a story card with the real meaning
of Christmas. A donation from every sale goes to Tradecraft Exchange.

MODERATORO®S MEDAL

Calling all young folk agdd -18

U Enter this new competition and you could win £100.
U The theme is the Olympic8 what does faith have to say about sport,
achievement, dedication and teamwork?
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http://www.alternativity.org.uk/

U You may present your creative and original ideas any way youdvish
in writing, art, musi, video or ???
U The closing date is 31 March 2012.

GO ON, HAVE A GO!

Full details on how to enter omww.churchofscotland.org.uk

Stirling Presbytery Church & Society Roadshow

How can we respond to thechallenges of our society? Open to all od 3
March Bridge of Allan Church Hall 02 noon. Workshop resources and
speakers.

Wh at is Santads favou
One thatds deep pan,

kkkkkk

On which side do chickens have the most feathers?
The outside.

kkkkkk

How do snowmen get around?
They ride an icicle.

*kkkkk

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy.
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Financial Report

Offerings for September & October 2011

September October
2011 2010 2011 2010
(4 Sundays) (4 Sundays) (5 Sundays) (5 Sundays)
WFO £2,184 £1,764 £ 2,586 £2,934
Ordinary £ 639 £ 513 £ 492 £ 377
Gift Aid £ 4,987 £4,741 £ 5,062 £ 5,551
TOTAL £7,811 £7,018 £ 8,140 £ 8,862
Income from ordinary sources
September (£) October (£)
Actual Budget Actual Budget
39 Weeks to 44 \Weeks to
30.09.2011 66,124 68,590 31.10.2011 74,265 77,085
38 Weeks to 44 Weeks to
30.09.2010 69,564 72,775 31.10.2010 78,427 81,000
The following other donations were gratefully received: -
September October
£ £
Boyds Brigad: 300 Baby Sensory 250
Probus 200
September October
SHORTFALL from Budget £ 2,465 £ 2,820
EXPENDITURE
September October
COS Ministry & Mission & Staff £ 8.806 £8,919
Costs
Repairs & Maintenance £ 990' £1,339
Sundries £1.652° £ 125

1 Includes guttering repairs & electrical/lighting work.

2 Includes fire extinguisher service, organ maintenance, boiler room wo
gardening services.

3 Includes independent examiner fee.
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Staff and COS Ministry and Missioosts alone continue to be greater than
the total income from ordinary sources for each month. Income continues
to be down on budget. The shortfall from budget reduced during September,
but increased again in October.

Thank you for your continued cdrbution to our finances, please keep
prayerfully considering your giving to our finances.

Roy R G Spence

Treasurer 27 November 2011

f() Churches with modern te?
In worship need no apology
But | am dismayed
When churches upgrade
TheBibleon Chri stian Theol ogy.
Ivan S Thomas,
Teddington

\_ J
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